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Load FactorLoad Factor
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Trucks vs. Doublestack Container TrainTrucks vs. Doublestack Container Train
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Rail’s Role in the Freight Transportation NetworkRail’s Role in the Freight Transportation Network
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Source: AAR.
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Railroads
43%

Originated in NC
10.2 million tons/194,000 carloads

Terminated in NC
55 million tons/641,000 carloads

Source: Association of American Railroads

What Moved by Rail in North Carolina in 2011What Moved by Rail in North Carolina in 2011

Economics of a Rail MoveEconomics of a Rail Move
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 Reduction in truck volumes on highways = less congestion

 One train can carry as much freight as several hundred trucks

 Most rail moves are more than 400 miles
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Carload Shipment ExampleCarload Shipment Example
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• High capital costs and limited existing rail infrastructure

• Increasing freight volume

• Passenger service integration

North Carolina Railroad Company/photographer: Nick D’Amato

Freight Railroad ChallengesFreight Railroad Challenges

Serving New and Existing Freight CustomersServing New and Existing Freight Customers
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Intermodal ServicesIntermodal Services
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