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             NCACC Legislative Brief
2016 Goal: Support legislation, regulations and funding that would preserve local option authority where needed to deploy community broadband systems to ensure community access to critical broadband services.
Talking Points:
· High speed Internet access is essential to economic development, and allowing counties to deploy broadband infrastructure and services will help attract, retain and grow commerce.

· As technology plays a larger role in the classroom, county-supported broadband services can help connect students in the classroom and at home. This ensures critical learning opportunities are not missed when students lose access to research capabilities, homework support, and lessons in homes without affordable broadband Internet.

Requested Action:  Grant local authority to support broadband connectivity for residents, students and businesses through policies and funding that allow counties to invest in community broadband infrastructure and Internet services. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Background and Goal Status: Session Law 2012-86 allowed counties to provide grants to Internet service providers to expand broadband access; however, local governments are constrained by Session Law 2011-84 from establishing or supporting telecommunication services, particularly broadband Internet service.
The budget act requires the new Dept. of Information Technology to develop a state broadband plan, including an evaluation of accessibility. This plan will go before the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Information Technology and any legislative recommendations from interim committees are eligible for consideration during the short session. The budget also includes $12 million annually in additional funds beginning in FY 2017 for the state’s School Connectivity Initiative. This will bring wireless Internet access to classrooms across the state; however, many students still do not have access to high-speed Internet in the home. 
Counties currently have limited authority to provide grants to encourage broadband access for economic development. During the 2015 Long Session NCACC worked with members of the House to introduce H432 (Counties/Internet Infrastructure), which would give counties the authority to invest in Internet infrastructure in unserved areas and lease assets to private Internet service providers. The legislation was considered in committee, but no vote was taken; however, members indicated support for more tools to expand Internet access to rural areas.
As the state transitions to digital textbooks, as more higher education and job training move online, and as North Carolina increasingly competes in a global economy, the need for Internet connectivity grows and we have heard more stories about students going to restaurants and businesses to use their Internet connection to stay competitive. Counties need additional tools to partner with the private sector to enhance access and ensure connectivity. 
For more information on this issue please contact Hugh Johnson at (919) 715-7659 or hugh.johnson@ncacc.org
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