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Public School Funding Fundamentals 
 

1. The school board requests funding to provide a 1% teacher supplement for 
all full time teachers in the district, totaling $260,000.   
 

a. Is the county board required to provide this funding? Is there any 
additional information you need to answer this question?  
 
 
 
 

b. Does the answer to question (a.) depend on whether or not the county 
would have to raise the property tax rate to generate the money?  
 
 
 
 

c. Does the answer to question (a.) depend on whether or not the school 
unit has available fund balance that it could use to cover this 
expenditure? 

  
 
 
 

d. If the county appropriates the $260,000, may it mandate that the 
school unit use the funds for teacher supplements? 

 
 
 
 
 

2. The county provides capital funding for the following projects/assets in its 
annual budget ordinance: 

o $300,000 for roof repair at high school  
o $90,000 for various maintenance and repairs of school facilities 
o $24,000 for new desks at elementary School of Government 
o $72,000 for new activity bus 

 
a. May the county keep the appropriated funds in county bank accounts 

and require the school board to submit invoices for payment when 
expenses are incurred?  
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b. May the county require the school unit to pay for the expenses with 
fund balance and submit claims to the county for reimbursement? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Assume that the roof repair comes in under budget, at $225,000. May 
the school unit use the remaining money to replace a furnace at the 
high school? 

 
 
 
 
 

d. Assume that the school unit decides it does not need new desks this 
year. May it use the monies appropriated for this purpose to fund gym 
equipment?  

 
 
 
 
 

e. Assume that the school unit has unexpected operating expenses 
during the fiscal year. May it use a portion of the money appropriated 
for capital to fund the operating expenses? 


